Aggregate Definitions And Aggregate Instances

AtScale separates the concept aggregate table into two separate concepts: the definition of an aggregate table and an
actual instance (or materialization) of that definition. To summarize, each aggregate table in AtScale is an instance of
a definition.

~ Anaggregate-table definition is the list of measures and dimensions that are included in instances of an
aggregate table. You can think of this definition as a virtual dataset that is defined on a model and that usually
includes one or more measures from one fact dataset together with a number of dimensional attributes and
their values. The measures are aggregated to the granularity of the dimensional attributes.

~ Anaggregate-table instance is a materialized definition. This is what is commonly known as an aggregate table
(or aggregate), because each instance contains data. For every definition, the AtScale engine maintains one or
more instances. Instances are stored in the data warehouse where the unaggregated data is located.



